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New Words and Expressions (and New Meanings for ‘Old’ Words) from the 1980s

1. AIDS, Aids

2. Air Miles

3. An anorak

4. Awesome

5. Backslash

6. To go ballistic

7. Balti

8. Been there, done that

9. To give someone a bell

10. Bhangra

11. The Big Bang

12. Biodiversity

13. A blip

14. To boot (a computer)

15. Break dancing

16. Brill

17. BSE

18. A camcorder

19. A car-boot sale

20. A cardboard city

21. Cashback

22. A CD-ROM

23. A cellphone

24. A champagne socialist

25. A chat line

26. The chattering classes

27. Childline

28. To chill 

29. To clamp (a car)

30. Compassion fatigue

31. Computerate

32. A crop circle

33. Cruelty-free

34. Cutting edge (adj and noun)

35. Cyberspace

36. A derivative

37. Designer stubble

38. Desktop publishing, DTP

39. A des res

40. Dinky

41. To dis, to diss

42. A dish (=aerial)

43. To doorstep sb

44. Doughnutting

45. To download

46. Drop-dead (adv)

47. Eco-friendly

48. Ecstasy / E

49. EFTPOS

50. e-mail, email

51. to empower

52. Estuary English

53. Ethical

54. Euro-sceptic

55. Eye-candy

56. Fabbo/fabbie

57. A fashion victim

58. A fatwa

59. A feeding frenzy

60. The feel-good factor

61. To flame someone, a flame

62. To flatline

63. A focus group

64. A foodie

65. The full monty

66. A Game Boy

67. Garage (music)

68. To gazunder

69. a gender bender

70. a ghetto-blaster

71. glasnost

72. a glass ceiling

73. to move/shift the goalposts

74. gob-smacked

75. a golden handshake

76. gothic

77. gridlock

78. a hacker

79. to handbag someone

80. a help-line

81. a high-five, to high-five

82. hip-hop

83. HIV

84. A hole-in-the-wall

85. House (music)

86. An icon

87. An infomercial

88. The information superhighway  (the i-way)

89. Infotainment

90. Internet

91. Intifada

92. IT

93. Keyhole surgery

94. A killing field

95. A lager lout

96. Lambada

97. Lap dancing

98. A lap-top

99. A level playing field

100. Get a life!

101. Liposuction

102. Mad cow disease

103. ME

104. Mega

105. A microlight

106. A minder

107. A minimart

108. A mountain bike

109. Mousse (for hair)

110. Multi-media

111. A multiplex

112. A New Age traveller

113. New Man

114. NIMBY

115. OTT

116. Out of order (unacceptable)

117. A palm-top

118. PC

119. to go pear-shaped

120. Perestroika

121. A personal organizer

122. A PIN

123. Pot Noodle

124. A pound coin

125. Power dressing

126. Presenteeism

127. A prion

128. A PWA

129. A quality circle

130. A rave

131. Get real!

132. RSI

133. Road rage

134. Rollerblade

135. Rubik’s cube

136. To do a runner

137. Safe sex

138. A scratch card

139. To section someone

140. Semtex

141. A serial killer

142. A sex worker

143. Shareware

144. Shopaholic

145. …. short of a …..

146. Sick building syndrome

147. Sizeism

148. Sleaze

149. A smart card

150. Snail mail

151. A sound bite

152. A spelling checker/a spell checker

153. A spin doctor

154. A spreadsheet

155. Star Wars

156. Street cred

157. Surtitles

158. To swipe

159. To tag

160. Telebanking

161. Teleworking

162. Thirty-something

163. A toggle

164. A toy-boy

165. Traffic calming

166. A train-spotter

167. To trial sth

168. Trivial pursuit

169. Valspeak

170. To veg out

171. The velvet revolution

172. A video nasty

173. Virtual (reality)

174. Voice mail

175. A waitperson, a waitron

176. A Walkman

177. A wannabee

178. A Mexican wave

179. A wheelie bin

180. Wicked (= wonderful)

181. Wimmin

182. A wind farm

183. A wine bar

184. A woopie

185. A wuss

186. A yardie

187. A yuppie

188. To yuppify

189. Yuppie flu

190. Zero tolerance
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