
P resident's N ote
R ichard C ooper

opeñrlly the  birth of this new publication you have discovered amid your
daily mail will not go uncelebrated. For [,hile  its sober covcr m ay îotruzzle -

daz z le , its contents should. The Joumal ¡e flects a new direction for TE S O L France,
a print forum devoted to research and development conceming our diveße E nglish
language teaching profession in Fmnce. That's not to say that R &D  have been
sidestepped in past TE S O L France newsletters. The curent Joumal tips its hat to
that past with a  collection of some of the  finest articles to have âppeared in our
newsletter until now. W ith the  arriva l of the  biannual Joumal the  newsletter will
focus on the  activities of the  association as well news that a ffects oul E LT  teacheß
in France. M eanwhile , the  hands-on tradition of guest editor will carry on with the

Joumal, the  D ecember '94  issue aheady under the  wide-ranging editoria l eye  of
R oger Budd, H ead of E nglish S tudies at the  British C ouncil in P aris.

Like  most matters with TE S O L Fra¡ce , the  e fforts in Foducing these publica-
tions are  tha¡ks to long hours of e ffort ftom some of its mombers, members like
Jacqueline  Q uéniaf, D ircctor of P ublications, and her team composed of S ally
G érôme, E ric Fre¿dman and Linda Thalman. G ive  them the  benefrt of your
assistarce  and feedback. H elp TE S O L France define  and meet the  needs of its
present and fuh¡re  members and of our present and future  E nglish language

teaching profession. And a lways keep an eye peeled on your mail.
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TH E  JO U R N AL o.f TE S O L France
P ublicø tío¡t D irector: Jacqueline  Q uéniart
E ditor: S ally G &ôme-Bosworth

G uest E diîor E ric F ¡eedman

The JO U R N AL is published twice  a  year. A subsc¡iption is included in the  dùes
for membership in TE S O L Fmnce.

M anuscdpts from members and non-members of TE S O L F ¡ance a¡e  welcome for
conside¡ation by the  E ditoía l Board. In the  prepantion of manùscripts,
prospective  conûibutors should follow the guide lines at the  back of this issùe.

E ssays and reviews in The JO U R N AL can be  reprinted, provided the  source is
acknowledged.

M anùscripts, editoria l communications and qì¡eries about advertising shoùld be
addressed to the  JO U R N AL, TE S O L Fnnce, Te lecom P a¡is,46  ¡ue  Ba¡rault 75013
P aris.

Teache¡s of E nglish to speakers of other languages

Tél¿com P atís,46  R ue Batrault,750 l3  P aris

TE S O L France, an a ffilia te  of TE S O L International, is a  non-profit o¡ganizatio¡
of teachers of E ngli$h in France. Its purposes are  to stimùlate  professio¡a l
developmenl, to disseminate  info¡mation about research, books arid other
matedals ¡e la ted to E nglish, and to strengthen inst.uctiol and research.

TE S O L France organizes a  convention held each yea¡ in P aris. M embe¡s receive
The N ews, a  bi-mo¡thly newslette t a \d The lournø |, the  academic journal of the
assoclatton.

E vents organízers: R . Bardgett, S , Btndon (Annuø l convention)

H onorary M embers : T . M ille ¡ (U S IS ) R . Büdd, (Btitish C ouncíl)
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A D ecade of D oing Things with W ords
E ric Ì'reedman, G uest E ditor

f I - sute  you've  guessed the  quotation from J.L. Austin. This first issue of
I TE S O L F ¡ance 's new JO U R N AL begins with around-up of.,The best of,ten
yeaxs' theoretica l and practica l writings on E FL.

It is time to t¿ke stock, not a  "back to basics" a llusion, but a  look forward to the
essentia l educational and pedagogica l endeavour that is common to us a ll, that is,
to he lp people  to communicâte  and thereby try to be  a  moving force  behind mutual
understanding.

W e have tried to cover a ll sectors of E nglish language teaching: pnma¡y,
secondary, "grarìdes écoles", adutt tÉ ining, se lf-access. W e have equally tried to
cover âs many interests or themes as possible , as re flected in the  past years of
TE S O L France 's publications: gtoups and games, silence and sexism, rules and
cultures, bra in hemispheres and dictionaries, classrooms and evaluations, the
varie ties ofE nglish and E nglish as an intemational langùage, not to mention basic
principtes a ¡d practices for teachers, leamers and, above a ll, users. Forgive  us if we
have missed out your favourite  subject (or author!). As we know from debates on
the mass media , a ll choice  is subjective , and our subject is choice . F rom the past
days of "the  method" to llle  eclectic ple thora  of today, we are  faced with a
bewildering anay ofmeans, materia l, approaches. H owever, when I began in E FL
forfy years ago, a t the  E cole  N ormale  S upérieure  de  S t C loud, tl;re  new deveþ-
ments were  audiovisual and primary leve l language teaching. Is it any different
today, with the  developments of new technologies (C D -R om etc.) and primary
level language teaching, or ra ther initia tion? P lus ça  change...

In 1981, a t the  beginning of TE S O L France, the  language scene in F rance was
one of hope in the  open E uropean matket. Today, a t a  time of economic crisis,
increasing nationalistic discourse and deniâ l of the  other, language teaching and
leaming bear the  responsability of tolerance and respect. Iæ t us hope that this year,
the  fiftie th anniversary or the  free ing or F rance by its ou'n fotces and those of the
Allies from the bonds ofideologica l and physica l enslavement, will a lso remind us
of the  essentia l connection between language and ethics.
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