TESOL France Colloquium 2006      Lexical Innovation

‘New’ Words and Expressions from the 1960s
Look at the 60 ‘new’ words and expressions from the 1960s. All of these should now be in your dictionary. 

Are there are any words or expressions that you don’t understand?

Can you divide these words into different thematic categories?

What do these words tell us about life in the ‘60s?

1. an answering machine

2. an au pair girl

3. a blackhole

4. a breathalyser

5. Catch 22

6. a cassette

7. to commute

8. disco

9. flower power

10.  a freak

11.  a garage sale

12.  a garden centre

13.  the generation gap

14.  genetic engineering

15.  a glitch

16.  the global village

17.  hands-on

18.  homophobia

19.  human resources

20.  to be into something

21.  a Jacuzzi

22.  jet lag

23.  a jumbo jet

24.  a kiwi fruit

25.  kung fu

26.  laser

27.  lateral thinking

28.  a mall

29.  a mod

30.  to moon

31.  a mouse (for a computer)

32.  Nam

33.  the nitty-gritty

34.  to nuke someone

35.  a pager (i.e. the device)

36.  reggae

37.  sexism

38.  a sitcom

39.  a skinhead

40. a slash (/)

41.  a stereo

42.  street-wise

43.  Strine 

44.  thankfully

45.  the Third World

46.  Tipp-Ex

47.  topless

48.  a tower block

49.  trendy

50.  unleaded (petrol)

51.  VAT

52.  a VDU

53.  a WASP

54.  a water cannon

55.  you’re welcome 

56.  a wellie/welly

57.  a windsurfer

58.  workaholic

59.  yonks

60.  a zip code
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