TESOL France Colloquium 2006      Lexical Innovation
Different Types of New Words from the 1970s and 1980s
a) Look at the following words/expressions, coined in the 1970s, which have been classified into 12 types.
b)  Then study the 45 words/expressions from the 1980s and put them into the appropriate box according to the processes by which they were formed.
	
	1970s
	1980s

	Complex words with prefixes and suffixes
	biotechnology (1972) confrontational (1975)

environmentalism (1972)

to gentrify (1972)
	

	Compound words
	boat people (1977)

a bottle bank (1977)

brain-dead (1976)

junk food (1973)

a tax haven (1973)
	

	Reduplicatives
	a dream team (1972)

easy peasy (1976)

flip-flops (1970)

a poop-scoop (1978)

pub grub (1978)
	

	Foreign loanwords
	a futon (1972)

a kalashnikov (1970)

nouvelle cuisine (1975)

salsa (1975)
	

	Converted words
	video ( to video (1971)

a temp ( to temp (1973)
	

	Backformations
	glitzy ( glitz (1977)

deconstruction ( to deconstruct (1973)

streaking ( to streak (1974)
	

	Blends
	blaxploitation (1972)

docutainment (1978)

a geep (1971)
	

	Clippings
	high technology ( high tech (1972)
	

	Acronyms
	the ECU (1970)

a QUANGO (1973)
	

	Initialisms
	an ATM (1976), a CD (1979), CFCs (1976), an MEP (1976)
	

	Words with new meanings
	to crash (1972)

green (1972)

a mole (1974)

smart (1972)
	

	Eponyms & toponyms
	Doctor Martens (1977)

a spa (1974)
	


Dates taken mainly from “20th Century Words” compiled by John Ayto (OUP: 1999)
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Study the following new words and expressions from the 1980s and put them into the appropriate box according to the processes by which they were formed:

1. a yuppie 1982

2. infotainment 1980

3. a camcorder 1982

4. wysiwyg  1982

5. Internet 1982

6. balti 1984

7. a wine bar  1981

8. fattism  1988

9. a fashion victim 1984

10. wicked (= marvellous) 1984

11. bhangra 1987

12. a wannabee 1981

13. glasnost 1986

14. marketization 1980

15. sizeism 1981

16. a fatwah 1989

17. a toy boy 1981

18. ciabatta  1985

19. street credibility ( street cred 1981

20. a des res 1981

21. a spin doctor 1984

22. computerate  1981

23. snail mail 1983

24. ballistic (= very angry)  1981

25. sleazy ( sleaze 1983

26. hacker ( to hack 1985

27. air miles 1982

28. out of order (= unacceptable) 1984

29. a mountain bike 1980

30. a Mockney 1989

31. presenteeism 1989

32. the lambada  1988

33. a gender bender 1980

34. RSI 1983

35. road rage 1988

36. to dispespect ( to dis(s)1980

37. the intifada 1985

38. brilliant ( brill 1981

39. a PIN 1981

40. a dinky 1986

41. perestroika 1986

42. OTT 1982

43. mousse (for hair) 1982

44. an icon 1982

45. gothic 1983

Dates taken mainly from “20th Century Words” compiled by John Ayto (OUP: 1999)
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